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Among the Sanskrit Dramas, the Mudra-
shasa is unique in its pattern. Writing about it,

A. B. Keith observed, ** Whatever its date, the
ldnuhh“a is one of the great Samkrit Dramas,
hough in India itself its merits have long been
derrated because it does not conform to the
rmal model.”” It is a drama of political intrigue
erein Rakshasa—the minister of the Nandas iy
- central figure. His counterfoil 19 Chanakva
o had sworn the ruthless extinction of the Nandas
a personal insult. ‘This objective he accomplishes
belriending Uundugugxa the son of the half-
sther of the Nandas v his angenious schenes
anakya not only installs Chandragupta on the
one occupied by the father of the Nandas—
rvarthasiddhi ; but also sres that Rakshasa serves
andragupta as his Minister.

The drama under review—Prathignakautilvam
Jaggu Vakulabhushana Kavi serves av a fine and
seful prejude 10 the main drama by Visakha-
ita. The Mudrarakshasa has two main points
¢ eradication of the Nandas by Chanakyva through
atagems and the imtallation of Chandragupta as
)8 : the obtaining of the srrvices of Rabshava as
inister under the new king. These two are the
ints over which the whole drama in Eight Acty—
sthignakautilyam—is fabricated. The arranvement
fine, the sentences are crisp, and cunversations
» lively and full of repartee.  In short the work
s all the qualities needed to engage the attention
an audience. More 30 will the interest be for a
der. However, the utterance of Chanakva
. 15—Act I11) is rather unprovoked though it
ght scrve as ' dramatic irony '’ later. The
mber of metres in the repertoire of the author is
"t and varied, which wiclds in judicious
oportion. To command an equal felicity in Prakrit
r the appropriate characters in their conversation,
one other landmark in the capacity of the
\ywright.
A brilliant analysis in appreciation, in Sanskrit,
Sudarsapacharya and a comprehensive Foreword
English by Dr. Raghavan help the reader relish
y better. Financial aid of the Government of
dia in thhmwnufor a good cause. Similar
ts of help will be a good incentive for many
bre poets (lavi) of this smature to come to
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FOREWORD

It gives me great pleasure to write this Foreword
to the play of the learned and gifted Pandit Sri Jaggu
Vakulabhushanam (Jaggu Alwar Iyengar) whom 1
have known for sometime. When I received a play
of his for the first time for publication in the Samskria
Pratibha, 1 was struck by the remarkable excellence
of this contemporary Sanskrit poet. I have published
so far three of his plays in the Samskrta Pratibha, Yauva-
rdjya, Pratijiiasantanavam and Apratimapratimam.

During a visit of his to Madras, he read out to
me portions of his prose romance jJayantika, written
in the style of Bana. I was not surprised as I had
already had an idea of the skill and capability of this
writer.

Sri Jaggu Vakulabhushanam is a prolific writer,
who has to his credit thirty compositions; the play is
his forte as can be seen from the fact that half of these
thirty works are plays. In verse, he has a long poem
(Mahakayya) called Adbhutadita, which alone is publish.
ed, and Karunarasatararigini Pathikoktimala and Syrgara-
lilamytam. 1In prose, besides the jayantika already
mentioned, he has written an Yaduvamsacarita (publish-
ed) and Upakhyanaratnamadijisa. Of his two campiis,
Yatirajacampii and Bharatasarigraha, the latter alone is
published. His four Stotras include a Dandaka.

As I said above, the author is especially at home
in drama, in which he has fifteen contributions, ten
of which, including the one now introduced, have
been published. The most noteworthy feature of his
plays is that they generally take for their theme the
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incidents leading to or forming the sequel of well-
known Sanskrit plays of old: In Prasannakidyapa in
three Acts, published with his gloss, he makes Dusyanta,
Sakuntali and young Bharata pay a visit to Kanva.
Adbhutamsuka deals with the events leading to the
Venisarhara. Maniharana is a sequel to Bhasa’s Uru-
bhariga and Virasaubhadra, a prelude 1o Ditaghatotkaca.
Some take up as theme an episode in a well-known
play and build upon it, e.g., Apratima-pratimam which
derives from the Vepisamhara. Madijulamafijira and
Yauvarajya are based on the Ramayana. In all these,
the theme has been suggested by the ancient classics,
but has been worked out with much ingenuity; cha-
racters of the original and verse and prose reminiscent
of the original turn up with a freshness with the new
turns given by the poet and produce a pleasure peculiar
to this kind of writing.

The Pratijfia-kautilya offered now by the writer
keeps the characters invented by Viéakhadatta and as
conceived by him, his motifs and the use to which he
puts them, his style and tempo, and with these, pre-
sents the antccedents of the plot of the Mudrardksasa
(Parvavastu). By handling the main device open to
authors of such works, namely, creating actual scenes
out of actions which are only reported or alluded to in
the original, the plot is developed.

The play opens with the old Sarvarthasiddhi on
the throne and Minister Riksasa desiring to make the
Nandas succeed him. An element of conflict between
Sarvarthasiddhi and Raksasa is worked up, the former
preferring Maurya, the son of his youngest Sidra
wife. The Nine Nandas are presented on the Stage
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pondering the reported attitude of the king. Like-
wise, Maurya is brought on the stage to meet his
father and leave for the temple of Durga as a prelude
to his coronation.

Through the contrivance of Raksasa, Goddess
Durga, is reported to have shown her anger at a Vrsala
coming to the throne, and slay Maurya and his
hundred sons; actually, by releasing the false floor
at the approach to the shrine, the Mauryas had been
dropped into an underground cellar, where, of course,
they eventually perished. Raksasa is secretly informed
by Daruvarman that somehow one son, Candragupta,
has escaped. )

Act III brings Candragupta to Canakya in his
Asrama and the author brings on the episode of the
wax lion within the cage. Act IV depicts Candragupta
making the wax lion melt away with a red hot iron rod
and according to the announcement, being appointed as
officer in charge of the Bhojanasala. In Act V Canakya
visits the Bhojanasala, sits in the royal seat, is insulted
and takes the vow (Pratijna) to uproot the Nandas.
Canakya then starts his further stratagems and
operations against the Nandas and Raksasa, the work
of the spy Jivasiddhi, the alliance of Candragupta and
Parvatakesvara, the battle in which the Nanda and their
forces are destroyed—these are presented in Act VI.
In this comparatively longer Act the author, after
arranging the escape of Sarvarthasiddhi to the forest
through a tunnel, presents a scene of Raksasa and his
wife and their little son and all that we have had to
assume in the Mudraraksasa is directly presented here.
Bhagurayana, Siddharthaka, the Visakanya and
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Jivasiddhi perform their roles according to Canakya’s
instructions in Act VII and the ally to whom half
the Kingdom was due, Parvatesvara is eliminated.
Act VIII liquidates Parvatesvara’s brother Vairocaka
also in the same way as in the Mudraraksasa. Candra-
gupta is then crowned and the play ends with Canakya
taking a further oath (Pratijna) that he would not tie
up his tuft till he brought Raksasa to accept the
Ministership under Candragupta.

Next to the skill in the arrangement of the plot,
the classic quality of the poet’s diction is to be men-
tioned, especially when today, at the hands of several
modern writers, Sanskrit expression is taking on
idioms from English and regional languages and is not
unoften putting on a quaint appearance. The poetic
qualities of the author are also clear in his mastery of
the metrical medium, in his descriptions, observations
on human nature and portrayal of feelings. IV. 23
draws a fine picture of early morning at the Bhojana-
sdla and the sounds and scenes of workers drawing
water, and their pounding and grinding ; and as the
next Act opens at the same place, the Accountant of
the Dining Hall with his mass of false vouchers and
his discomfort consequent on the appointment of the
new Superintendent Candragupta, are portrayed well
with a touch of humour.

I congratulate Sri Jaggu Vakulabhushanam on
one more successful work of his in a line which he has
made his forte and hope that his unpublished writings,
both drama and prose, will soon see the light of day.

University of Madras } V. RAGHAVAN
18—5—1968 Professor of Sanskrit
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